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c Tuition and Open Admissions 


At this point it appears that the no-tuition policy of the City University 
will survive at least one more year. This is so partly due to the organized 
efforts of several sectors of the educational community, from the City University 
itself to student groups such as the Puerto Rican Spudent Coalition. However, it 
is equally due to the fact that this is an election year and that the elimination 
of free tuition was a politically unfeasible position for the state legislature. 

However, the same reasoning has less application with respect to Open Admissions 
and the Special Programs (such as SEEK and College Discovery). We still won't know 
for a while how the budgetary restrictions will affect these programs. It is 
clear that there will be no expansion in the needed remedial programs or curri- 
culum offerings. It is clear that faculty positions and plant facilities will 
not be increased. It is clear that financial aid -progrems will be stabilized, 
if not curtailed. Why? Because of so-called Tees, restrictions in state 
and city financi But relative, depending on what 
the budget is comprised of. 

For example, one interesting item in the C. U. M. T. budget is the provision 
for payment of interest on bonded debt. This refers to that portion of the 
budget which C. has to set aside just to pay interest on bonds that 
have been issued. This part of the budget alone, is almost 10% What this 
means is that before the C. U. M. T. has to worry about providing financial aid 
or remedial courses to its students, it has to take out (mandate) ten cents 
of every dollar it has just to pay interest to some bank or corporation. This 
is important to realize because throughout the whole issue of the so-called 
"tuition crisis", no one in the state legislature or C. U. N. T. ever questioned 
the way in which colleges have to spend their money. There was a total black- 
out on examining the real problem: the way in which higher education in this 
state and country is finenced. All the officials accept the priority of man- 
dated interest payments. But we ask: what is so sacred about interest pay- 
ments? Why can't this expense be suspended for a year or two instead of 


special programs for our students? Why make those who can least afford it, 
pay for the cost of an education - an education which benefits the whole 
society? 


The battle for preserving a "free" education at C.U.N.Y. is by no means 
over. ‘This year our students will suffer from cutbacks in financial aid and 
remedial programs. Next year the scenario will be repeated and a stronger 
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move will be made by Sefior Rockefeller to install tuition rates. Unless our 
communities organize around the question of the financing of higher education, 
our children will be once again closed out of educational opportunities. 


Performance Contracting 


Recently much interest has been stimulated in educational circles re- 
garding the use of private to raise the levels of 
low-achieving students. They have been used on an iin basis in 
some districts which have had a history of low reading and math levels. So 
far results have been paea a jia a recent study done by the Office of Econo- 
mic Opportunity àid not meet its 
goal of bringing ees Students up to grade level. In all cases, 
the average achievement level in the experimental group was well below the 
norm for their grade and slipped even further behind during the year. There 
were no significant differences between the gains of the experimental group 
taught by performance contracting and the control group taught by traditional 
methods. Both control end experimental students did equally poorly." The 
report did conclude however, by stating that further experimentation should 
be done. Copies can be obtained by writing to O. E. O. Distribution Center, 
Office of Administration, Room 448, 0. B. O., 1200 19th St. N.W., Washington 
D.C. 20506. 


New Books about Puerto Rican: 
F growing number of publications which 
cover the Puerto Rican people. 


Puerto Ricans-on the United States Mainland, A Bibliography of Reports, 
Texts, Critical Studies and Related Naterials,by Francesco Cordasco; Rowman 
and Littlefield, Totowa, N.J. (to be published June, 1972). 


Rican by Joseph Prentice-Hall, Englewood 


Puerto 
Cliffs, N.J. 


Graduate Programs Directory 


"Graduate and Professional School Opportunities for Minority Students, 
a guide to 910 programs offered by 317 graduate and professional programs is 
available free of charge to Black and other minority student organizations, to 
3 agencies, etc. Write to Educational Testing Service, Princeton, N.J. 
50. 


Placement Referrals 


Oftentimes Aspira receives calls from employers looking for Puerto Rican 
college graduates who are seeking jobs. Such persons should contact Mr. @swaldo 
Ahmat at the Aspira College Retention Program, 924-8336. 


ASPIRA PUBLICATION LIST 


COMPLIMENTARY (one copy of each only): 


Pemphlets on Puerto Rico (culture, legends, foods) 
Bibliography on Puerto Rican Studies 
BA. News 


3 Aspire 

— — (internal Agency news and events) 
te: 
Ethnic Origin and Educational Attainment 
Accountability 

Factsheet: 1970 Puerto Rican Student Population 
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And Others. (January, 1971) A 141 page report commissioned by 
Aspira of New York which provides a full 
of how the 5 ae 5 ae 5 
failed to repond to 
Rican students; cts on A CREN ery 
scores by ethnic and district, drop-out rates, and 
bilingual education. 
Price: $1.50 


land. (November, 1971) A 49 page report 
Aspira of New York, which examines 

the social and educational conditions of Puerto 

Ricans on Long Island, and especially in the Brentwood 

area which has the largest concentration of Puerto Ricans 


The Losers. (May, 1968) A comprehensive 17 page report commissioned 
by Aspira of New York which provides a basic overview 
5 Puerto Rican educational conditions throughout the 


Us. 
Price: $.75 
Please send me: 
copy(ies) of And Others ($2.50 each) 
— copy(ies) of Puerto Ricans on Long Island ($2.00 each) 
copy(ies) of ‘The Losers ($ -T5 each) 


‘Also please send me a complimentary copy of: 


